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You do not have to display all three of the common symptoms to stay at home. Having one of the symptoms means you should stay at home and get a test. 
Symptoms may be very mild but if your child, or anyone in your household, has any of them they must self-isolate for at least 10 days and get a test. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance 

 

 

Should I keep My Child At Home? 

 
 Does anyone in your household have 

any of these COVID symptoms?  
New continuous cough OR  
high temperature OR  

loss of taste or smell? 

Does your child have D&V? 

No - Send 

child to 
school.  

YES - Keep 

child at home 
and arrange 
a test. 

Negative 
Result  
Return to 
school. 

Positive 
Result 
Follow self-
isolating guidance 
for households. 

No - Send 

child to school 
unless 
displaying 
symptoms. 

 

YES – Does 
your child also 
have a 
temperature? 

YES - Keep 

child at home 
and arrange 
a test. 

No - Keep child at 

home for at least 48 
hours after the last 
episode. 

Positive Result 
Follow self-isolating 
guidance for 
households. 

Negative Result 
Return to school 
once temperature is 
back to normal. 

Does your child have a cold? 

YES - Does your child 
also have a temperature 
or a cough or loss of 
taste or smell? 
 

No - Send 

child to 
school.  

YES - Keep 

child at home 
and arrange 
a test. 

No - Send 

child to 
school.  

Positive Result 
Follow self-isolating 
guidance for 
households. 

Negative Result 
Return to school 
once temperature is 
back to normal. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance

